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The Chinese Dream is, on the one hand, an embodiment of what we 
would call the ‘social contract’. It describes the social fabric of China; the 
relationship between The Party, The State and China’s citizens; the role 
of the Chinese people in society; and the ambition of China itself.

According to the party’s theoretical journal ‘Qiushi’, the Chinese Dream is 
about Chinese prosperity, collective effort, socialism, and national glory. 

The Chinese Dream encompasses four national goals: 

• A Strong China:
economically, politically, diplomatically, scientifically, militarily;

• A Civilized China:
with equity and fairness, a rich culture and high moral values;

• A Harmonious China:
with friendship and peace across social classes;

• A Beautiful China:
with a healthy physical environment and low pollution.

Reaching these goals will benefit the Chinese people, strengthen the 
legitimacy of China’s Central Leadership, and is essential for China’s 
longer-term stability - something which is important to us all.

The Chinese Dream demands that Chinese people live by a set of core 
socialist values, namely patriotism, professionalism, integrity and 
friendship. 

On the other hand, The Chinese Dream is also the embodiment of what 
we might call China’s Grand Strategy. It is about establishing China as a 
global power with strong Chinese characteristics.

For China’s Leadership, fulfilling The Chinese Dream means achieving 
a series of practical key performance indicators. These will have a 
domestic impact as well as defining China’s position on the global stage: 



1) to become a ‘moderately prosperous society’ by 2020 - for example
by doubling the 2010 GDP per person to about $20,000 per person;

2) to become a leading innovation nation by 2035;
3) to become a global leader in overall national strength and

international influence by 2050.

The position of China on the global stage should be reaching maturity by 
the middle of the Century, when the People’s Republic will celebrate its 
100th anniversary (in 2049). China by then will be a global power with 
cultural confidence.

How we choose to engage with China and vice versa in the years to come 
will have a major impact on how, by 2050, we will run the world together.  

Geopolitics is closely tied to global power structures. In geopolitics, the 
concept of power is the equivalent to the concept of energy in physics, 
or the concept of money in economics. 

Many variables influence a nation’s power base in the world. Military 
capabilities still constitute the most recognisable and crucial aspect of 
national power, because they are immediately applicable in case of war. 




