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Question: What is the opinion of the fact that President Xi can be a President for life? 
 
	
President	Xi	-	President	for	Life	
Xi’s central authority is strengthened even more by the fact that the term limit for the Chinese Presidency has 
been abolished, meaning President Xi in theory could be President for life. Did you know that the highest 
position in The Party also had no term limit for many years now? The Party Secretary General has been elected 
every five years, with no term limit. Secretary General Xi could in theory be Secretary General 
of The Party for life. Like his predecessors, Xi Jinping, occupies both top positions President and Secretary 
General.  
 
Does this mean that Xi Jinping could be President and Secretary General for life?  
Yes, in theory he could. Is this a big deal? Perhaps yes, but also maybe not. 
 
Perhaps yes, as we in the West consider Xi Jinping to be one of the mightiest men in the history of China’s 
leaders, which automatically gives him this power. Too much power vested in one person we consider 
not desirable and maybe slightly scary. Even in China the idea of a President for life caused some concern with 
some people.  
 
But maybe not. Xi did not appoint himself. The transition to the top is a carefully managed process. Maybe the 
most similar western electoral process is the election of a new Pope. In China, a select group of former Party 
officials, often termed ‘old comrades’, plays an important role in the selection of top officials. This group of less 
than 100 old comrades includes former top leaders like Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao. In China it is a long-standing 
practice for the Secretary General of The Party and the President to be put forward to be appointed after 
consultation with these elders. Along with the current membership the old comrades also influence the 
appointment of new members to the Politburo and its Standing Committee. This mechanism ensures checks 
and balances in the transition from one leader to the next. 
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