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WHAT IS SO GOOD ABOUT CHINA'S ONE-PARTY SYSTEM?  
WHAT DOES CHINA WANT FROM THE WORLD 

 
There is no escaping it. A new powerhouse is rising: China. The 19th century belonged to 
the UK, the 20th to the US and the 21st century is China's. China is already planning to 
reach major milestones by the 100th anniversary of the People's Republic of China (1949 - 
2049).  The China Dream is to rejuvenate China's glorious history, specifically the mid-18th 
century, when China was the leading power in the world, and to become again a global 
leader in overall national strength and international influence by 2050. This will not go 
unnoticed either within China nor around the world. If we like it or not.  
 
The Party Advantages  
The Party stands firmly at the top of the political system in China, and it has ultimate 
political authority. President Xi frequently refers to The Party as ‘the backbone of the 
Chinese nation’. The Party has become more popular since the turn of the century. 
It leads the way in every aspect of Chinese life, including business. Jack Ma of Alibaba is a 
Party member and so are many other Chinese executives in private Chinese companies. 
Nowadays in China it is not uncommon to read in job postings of private firms that 
preference will be given to candidates, who are Party member or who have a strong 
political sensitivity. Chinese people take pride in being a Party member.  
Running a state in an autocratic manner also has its advantages. 
 
Þ Next Generation Focus 
While the policies of democratic leaders tend to focus on the short-term period before the 
next election, The Party enables most policies to be framed for the long term, i.e. for the 
next generation. In many democracies when a new government is formed a new policy 
agreement is negotiated between the coalition parties, or in some cases even between the 
government and the opposition, if that is what it takes to get a majority.  When left-wing 
parties take over from right-wing parties the new policy plans are frequently different in 
purpose, creating a see-saw effect - for instance in the USA, when the democrats take over 
the power from the republicans they often overturn many of the policies of their 
predecessors. In China things are different.  China's has five-year plans, which are 
presented mid-term of a government period and flow sort of seamlessly from the previous 
plan to the next, forming a continuous long-term process.  
  
Þ Capable Leaders 
Presidents rise to power in the democracies of the West differently from their counterparts 
in China. Apart from the fact that the people do not elect the leaders in China, there are 
other striking differences. Western politicians in democracies are prone to ups and downs 
in their careers, have to campaign and to raise funds for their own election, both of which 
are foreign concepts for Chinese politicians. In general, politicians in western democracies 
rise to power quicker:  While some have a life-time career in politics, it took President 
Macron less than five year to become President. President Trump took even less time and 
changed his party affiliation several times from republican to democrat to independent 
between 1987 and 2012.  President Barack Obama needed 11 years and Bill Clinton was in 
public office for 13 years before reaching the White House.  
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The top Chinese leaders are groomed for many years in different role and regions before 
they take up Central Leadership positions. On average they take 38 years. And only if they 
excel in comparison to their peers, they are able to climb to the top. 
 
Þ Effective Implementation 
In terms of speed and effectiveness of policy implementation, the Chinese system also has 
its advantages. Government officials and their civil servants, though not always Party 
members, operate under The Party hierarchy, and other key players like state-owned 
enterprises and most private companies also align their activities to The Party's policy 
directions as laid out in the national five-year plans. Leaders of provinces and local 
governments  in China sometimes may deliberately delay or frustrate Beijing in the end 
their actions will be in line with the Party. 
 
A socialist global economic engine  
And so it happens that China's one Party state is capable of creating its own dynamic of 
combining socialism with market economics. Since a decade China is the main global 
economic engine. Whereas China's share of the global economy is about 20%, China is 
good for almost 1/3 of our economic growth. That is more than 3 times as much as the US 
and India combined, who contribute about 10% each. This means that, if China’s economic 
growth changes, the world’s growth changes.  
 
What does China want from the world? 
How will China exercise its influence on the rest of the world? For that you need to know 
what China wants. Fortunately, China is very transparent in what it wants from the world.  
And what is more, it are not unreasonable demands. 
 
First of all, China wants international respect and recognition of the legitimacy of its 
governance model with Chinese characteristics. China strongly rejects the notion that any 
nation has a monopoly on values. It wants to run its own country in its own way. China 
wants national souvereignty and no foreign interference; 
 
Secondly, for any country it is important to keep its economy growing. This is no different 
for China. To continue its economic growth, China wants different things for example 
global free trade - in the world as a whole and in China's own region - and to secure 
technology and natural resources needed to keep China transforming into a modern 
innovative economy at the forefront of the 4th Industrial Revolution; 
 
Thirdly, China wants stability, security, peace, no conflict within its own borders and within 
South-East Asia. It wants territorial integrity to consolidate its borders and wants to deal in 
its own way with The South China Sea. 
 
Fourthly, China wants as much influence as the US in the currently western led post-war 
global governance institutions; 
 
Fifthly, in its own time, China wants an alternative for the US$ denominated trading system 
to reflect a rising use of China's RMB in international transactions.   
 
It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss everything China wants. Do you want to 
know more? Read my new book The China Factor. Go to: www.TheChinaAgenda.com 


